


GARDEN COUNTRY 

abbling brooks are a part 
of life in the prosperous 
Cotswold village of Blockley. 
In the 18th and 19th 
centuries, Blockley was at 
the heart of the English silk 
industry, and the Blockley 
Brook, which powered the 

mills, runs through the village and through 
the surprising garden of Colebrook House. 
Enter by its discreet gate, and a smaller body of 
water, the Cole Brook, draws you in, enticing 
you to follow its fern-lined course, crossing 
and re-crossing it via a series of small Georgian 
bridges, until it disappears beneath a grand 
lawn. Here, in front of the Georgian home 
of George and Melissa Apsion, you get a first 
glimpse of the garden's magical appeal. 

In 2016, George and Melissa approached 
the garden designer Todd Longstaffe-Gowan, 
who had been recommended by the architect 
renovating their house. Their brief, explains 
George, was simple: they wanted Todd "to 
breathe life into the place - to create novelty, 
contrast, and surprise''. Todd has answered 
that brief beautifully, creating an unexpectedly 
diverse and bold space that capitalises on the 
sloping garden's striking and irregular terrain. 
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It is very much a garden of contrasts, but with 
water as a unifying theme, adding both drama 
and moments of tranquillity. 

Working closely with George and Melissa, 
Todd has devised areas that reflect the couple's 
love of Tuscany. They asked for a walled 
garden, so Todd created one that slopes down 
from a Georgian orangery, and used a series 
of fastigiate Irish yews to evoke the formality 
and romance of Italian gardens. These 
evergreen sentinels punctuate and unify the 
parterre garden, creating vertical structure 
and, with their asymmetrical positioning, 
a "slight anarchy" that George rather enjoys. 
Their tall forms are trimmed back tightly to 
wire 'corsets' by the talented garden team, led 
by head gardener and Hidcote veteran Glyn 

Jones, to keep them slim. 
In spring, the parterre is filled with a 

colourful combination of tulips, alongside 
fragrant perennials and herbs, and edged by low 
Lonicera ligustrina var. pileata hedges. Flowers 
predominate throughout the walled garden and 
spring bulbs are followed later by a succession 
of summer-flowering annuals and bulbs. 

Further along, the spirit of Tuscany is 
conjured again by generous terracotta planters, 
prostrate rosemary that tumbles over C> 

Above Todd used fasbg1ate lnsh yews 

1n this newly created walled garden to 

remind the owners of holidays in Italy. 

The trained sour cherries that line the 

Cotswold-stone walls reference the 

more productive walled gardens of the 

Georgian era. but in this modern parterre 

the beds are largely given over to a 

succession of flowers for cutting. In spring. 

the area is dominated by a host of coloured 

tulips. including white Tultpa Tres Chic· 

and fringed Tulipa ·cool Crystal: 

Right. clockwise from top left 

The yew buttons that spill on to the 

lawn are a nod to the silk-weaving 

history of the village. and create 

a wonderful dark backdrop for the 

white blossom of Ma/us 'Evereste: 

The Cole Brook cascades over mossy 

boulders into the historic mill pond 

garden. where a palette of greens 

creates a feeling of calm. 

The mill pond garden was an existing 

feature that Todd has reinvigorated with 

new planting. Framed by a leaning willow. 

the shady space celebrates form and 

texture with an abundance of ferns and 

foliage. brightened in spring by the small. 

pale flowers of Ga/ium odoratum. 
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