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Called upon to ereate a house that would fit the Suffolk
landscape, Mole Architects came up with an intriguing sloping
structure that graduates from one storey to two, with large
windows placing the focus on dramatic river views
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Z r "1he views from Marsh Hill are mesmerising. Took-

ing ot from Ben Baglio and Richard Wilson's
néw Suffolk home, vour eve is drawn across the
reed beds snd the tidal waters of the River Alde,

s . before reaching across to the green farmland on

.-mi-:l'l'l'-"'ﬂ'pj'lﬂﬁh.‘ bank. This vista is one of the greatest joys of this
magical spot on the edge of Aldeburgh and the distinetive
shape and roofline of the house, designed by Mole Architects,
echies the rugged, undulating coastal landscape here.

‘Al the main foms have windows facing south to these
big vigws, says publisher-turnsd-ceramicist Ben, "The hirds
here arefst fantastic, especially as the tide goes out and the
wading birds come in. Ttsbecame a new interest for us, You
see these amazing things and wint to know what they are, so
our knr_wwied.ge i& growing. We have marsh harriers and also
an owl that cotrigs by every night.’

Both Ben and Richard have strong connections with East
Anglia, an ares thitthey have loved for many years, The
couple used to share an Arts and Crafts house in the nearby
town of Saxmundhin, but decided that they wanted a more
rural setting that was still within easy reach of Aldeburgh
and Snape Maltings, kivown for its concert hall and a key set-
ting for the annual Aldeburgh Festival. Down a furm track,
they came across # Seventies house in poor condition and

u|:lnlll'l|.| i u|l}mr'tlunl:_1_,- L1 I‘l;'l:llil.-l_'l' it with somel hmg that
wis both contempaorary and tailored to their own needs,
Having noted the designof The Done House i Thorpeness
a collaboration between Mole and the Norwegion practice
Jarmund Vigsnmes - Ben and Richird contacted Mole's
Meradiih Bowles, who is based in Cambridgeshire. Meredith
offered o nonmber nrdl‘-:ugzl optings iniitiilly, but his ||rr\-|:'r'-|'|1e‘-||
choice was also the favourite for his new clients, with the
house nscr‘mlmg from a singls storey at oneend Loa fwo

storey seotion, The entive house is unified I:_!.- the zine ool

which Is also characterised by a subtle and scolptural twist.

“This ickess of going from a bow point at one end to the rooms
i the reof at the other end was really suggested by ghe
wite iksell,’ says Meredith, "We santed the house to fade o
nothing at one end and the sehse of lift and movement. 155
result of that desire, along with the need to conmect each
room to the river view, There's also a play of seabesinside the
house between the tall open spaces and the bower ceilings of
the more inlimate rooms.”

Meradith talks of inspiration gnined from Bcandinavian
summer houses and the fieade of white brick, while the
crafted quality of the interiors suggests the influence of
warm Modernists such as Abvar Aalto and Arne Jucobsen.
Bem and Richard were also taken by Meredith's description

SITTLNG ROOM | ithis e g "-:_."Il..ni"-' The bar Ze, apen Liltng room is turnshed with several pleces from the cx e ea collection

f mid-eenbury modern forniture, whils on wighteenily cenury sramdtiather clock boaeht in S smundbnm o wles an element of contrast
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of the roof as n gull wing, which seems upt given the

richness of the bird life here. The intriguing form of N

the: house itself is benntifolly offset by the naturalistic

landseaping by Todd Longstaffe-Gowan, whers mendow
how down towards the wiker reeds.

“Likee the wing of o herring gull, the colinrs of the hosse
are mainly whites and greys,’ says lawyer-turned-archivist
Richard. “The climbing roof meant that we could hawitle
sk bedroomn upstairs and set apart from the rest of the
heuse, but without ereating a full two-storey building,
which would have been too invasive in the landseape.” =

For the interiors, Ben and Richard turned to interior -
designer Elaine Williams of Interior Couture, with whom
they had already worked on a number of tccasions.

Elaine worked closely with the owners and architects,
ereating & rounded and characterfal home, full of texture
and warmth, lyered with many bespoke elements.

The entrance leads into a centrd “great hall, with &
fireploce sitting betwoen large windows facing the Alde. 1t
is & dramatic space, with a high ceiling and a slived brick

EITCHEN/INNING AREA (Bhis page and opposite] & vintage Danish pendant light bought from Alfies Antique Market bangs above an
EM Tuble |._|.' Jean Prowve far Vitra in the dining ares. Laki ( AFPENATY TRRET thir steel and granie slamd 1o Elabne Willinms" desigr
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